
20 Years in the UFO Fog 

(Or my foray into the wonderful wacky world of UFOs!) 

A Thumbnail Historical Sketch of the UFO Field -- circa 1987-2007 

 

Well, it’s been 20 years that I’ve been a part of the UFO research field. I got started in it 

in 1987 after getting my first computer and installing a modem. ( Believe it or not … a 

300 baud modem from Radio Shack for $100.00!) I had discovered Compuserve and 

stumbled over a brand new file on the ISSUES forum titled MJ-12. That launched me on 

a 20 year search for the TRUTH, which I was assured … WAS OUT THERE! What truth? 

Why, is there anything to this UFO thing! 

 

Back in the early 80’s I was a police officer and in 1981-82 I was investigating an 

agricultural crime which I will admit really threw me … two cattle mutilations. The case 

was never solved and I never made the possible UFO connection until years later after 

“discovering” UFO cases on Compuserve.  

 

Before I involved myself into this admittedly confusing field I conducted a very intensive 

6 month research effort into the subject. I haunted the library, used book stores and spoke 

to a number of people who were very prominent in the field at that time.  People like Bill 

Moore, who along with Jaime Shandera “discovered” the MJ-12 papers.  Also Stanton 

Friedman and John Lear and Dr. Bruce Macabee who were all very prominent in the 

field.  
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Me getting ready for a lecture 

 

By this time I was very intrigued by what I had found, especially after finding and 

reading everything I could locate written by that “Godfather” of UFO research, Major 

Donald Keyhoe, USMC-retired. Keyhoe, as I discovered, had headed up the premier 

UFO research organization, NICAP during the 1950’s and 60’s. NICAP stood for the 

“National Investigations Committee On Aerial Phenomena.”   

 Major Donald Keyhoe 

 

The more I read on and by Keyhoe, the higher my estimation of him became.  I was then, 

and still am today, convinced that Donald Keyhoe was the greatest researcher with the 

highest integrity of any person in the field … then or now!  A number of years ago, my 



wife Vicki and I were in Virginia visiting Keyhoes former home in Luray, Virginia and I 

had a chance to visit his gravesite.   

 

 

 

About the time I was becoming involved in UFO research, there were really two stories 

that were stirring the pot in the UFO field.  The first story was the MJ-12 discovery by 

Moore and Shandera and it was considered very controversial. However, when it came to 

controversy, MJ-12 could not hold a candle to the other story … The John Lear 

Hypothesis. Lear later told me and many others that his interest was piqued when he 

became aware of the Christmas – 1980 Bentwaters UFO case out of the United Kingdom. 

Bentwaters was a U.S. Air Force base housing tactical nuclear weapons that “suffered” 

an amazing encounter with an unknown that occurred over a 3 day period.  At any rate 

Lear said his interest was at a very high pitch and he became obsessed with discovering if 

anything was real about this phenomenon.  Now, you may ask just who was Lear?  Well 

he was the son of aviation genius Wm. “Bill” Lear of Lear Jet fame, and Lear-Siegler 

Corp. John Lear is an accomplished pilot with over 19,000 hours in the air, and during 

the Viet Nam conflict was a contract CIA pilot. HOWEVER … when one reads Lear’s 

“hypothesis” you have to wonder if he was smoking something other than his pipe 

tobacco because it reads like the wildest science fiction you’ve ever encountered.  His 

paper has aliens abducting people and “implanting” chips into them, aliens abducting 

people and then “rendering them” into a food source and so much more. Of course if you 

want to read his paper you can locate it on the web, I don’t have the time to go into it 

here. Regardless, with MJ-12 and the Lear paper coming out almost at the same time, 

overall UFO research degenerated into “camps” and the acrimony ensued.  The acrimony 

continues to this day by the way. 

 

Now if you are not that familiar with the UFO field, you may think that it is only 

concerned with flying saucers and little green men. (Or possibly little Grey Men.)  You 

could not be more wrong.  There are almost as many facets to the study of UFOs as I 

have space on my hard drive.  ( Incidentally, I have a 300 Gig net drive) Just to give you 

a flavor of what I mean, consider this.  In the 20 years of research that I’ve been involved 

in … just some of the subjects connected to the study of UFOs have included but not 

limited to … HIV-AIDS, the John F. Kennedy Assassination, alien abductions and the 

stealing of human fetuses, the Moon and Mars explorations, the Apollo Program, the 

manned Nasa Shuttle program, Remote Viewing, even the 9-11 event. (And believe you 



me, I have not even touched the pile by adding these additional subjects.) Follow along 

with me now. 

 

After I read the Lear paper I called him and spent several hours on the phone with John 

while he gave me his theory on what was happening with the wonderful world of UFOs.  

A week or so later John “Fed-Exed” me a huge package of papers and a VHS video tape 

with a number of UFO specials on it with some other video clips including a Japanese 

astronomer’s video of a strange disc shaped object flying above the Lunar surface. As he 

told me, this was all in support of his position paper. However one of the wildest things 

he later divulged concerned the Kennedy assassination with a very strange rendition of 

the Abraham Zapruder film that Lear claimed showed the Secret Service driver, one Wm. 

Greer, turn and fire “a .45 cal. pistol” into JFK’s head!  To say I was taken back would be 

an understatement, so I did what any good cop, or in my case former cop, would do … I 

jumped on a flight to visit Lear at his home in Las Vegas.  I arrived in Vegas on 

November 18, 1988 and called John where I made arrangements to meet him the next 

day. 

 

What I recall most vividly from that visit was attending a dinner by the “Former 

Intelligence Agents” organization that Lear was invited to speak at. He played the video 

(Zapruder film) of the Kennedy Assassination and claimed that it showed the Secret 

Service driver firing the killing head shot into JFK. (As an aside, Lear asked the audience 

a question. If they had been ordered by a superior to participate in the assassination, 

would they have obeyed orders? Out of the audience, 4 people raised their hands, 

including two women!)  Lear had showed this to me in his den when I visited his home 

and I must admit that at first I was shocked and wondered if it could be true. Lear would 

not reveal where he got the video, but as I later discovered it came from a JFK researcher 

named Lars Hansson.               

 

 Lars Hansson 

 

What Lear claimed was that in this “enhanced” copy of the film, you can see the driver, 

Wm. Greer, reaching over the seat with a .45 caliber pistol as Kennedy is struck in the 

head by the shot.  I still have a copy of this video, but being very familiar with weapons, 

both from my military service as well as my Law Enforcement background, I noted at the 

time there was no muzzle flash.  Believe me, a .45 ACP has significant muzzle flash. 



Here is the video frame in question.   This piece 

of disinformation would take on a life of its own over the next several years when another 

“researcher”, and I mean that in the loosest sense, by the name of Milton Wm. Cooper, 

grabbed this video and tried to run to “financial security” by hawking it in every venue he 

could slide into.     Milton Wm. “Bill” Cooper 

 

Cooper was a story unto himself.  With the exception of …. Well hell, there is no 

exception, Cooper did more damage to legitimate research than anyone else in the last 60 

years.  I conducted the very first “expose” on Cooper in the summer of 1990 in the pages 

of UFO Magazine.   UFO Magazine Vol. 5 No. 6 

 

(For a complete overview of this murkey bit of history, see the end of this paper for the 

complete article I wrote “Dark Days Revisited-Chaos in the UFO Underground” UFO 

Magazine Vol. 17 No. 01 Feb./March 2002) 

 



 This was a two-part expose titled “The Whistleblowers” where UFO Magazine was the 

very first publication to expose the plagiarism and outright prevarications of Cooper, laid 

out so the UFO community and the public could judge him on his own merits or lack 

thereof.  This launched Cooper into vicious attacks on the magazine and publisher and 

myself which lasted for years. Of course, most know it ended with Cooper shooting a 

police officer and then being killed in November of 2001. For more on that, read my 

Fortean Times article FT 155  http://www.forteantimes.com/articles/155_cooper.shtml  

“Bill Cooper-Dead Man Talking” But … a lot was going on then.   

 

However, not all of what I did involved exposing fraudulent information. In 1993 I 

received a telephone call from a well known name in the field, Richard Hoagland. 

 

 Richard Hoagland 

 

Hoagland was working with Professor Stan McDaniel on a paper to put pressure on 

NASA to re-photograph the Cydonia region of Mars.  (Remember THE FACE?) 

Hoagland told me that they were searching for a “government document” for McDaniel’s 

paper dealing with the early NASA’s search for ET intelligence. (SETI) Hoagland asked 

me if I would lend a hand since I had an investigation background. I agreed. 

 

 Cover of the McDaniel Report 

 

I started making some calls and investigating this unknown report and finally discovered 

that the Brookings Institution prepared a report for the brand new NASA in early 1961 

and the name of the report was “Proposed Studies on the Implications of Peaceful Space 

Activities for Human Affairs.”  The part of this paper that was so telling involved the 

recommendation of what happens, not if but when, extraterrestrial artifacts or life is 

discovered sometime in the next 20 years. Remember that this was 1961 and NASA was 

trying to find their foothold. Brookings suggested that two groups of humans would be 

adversely affected … scientists and engineers, and the second group were  

fundamentalists. (as in religious fundamentalists.)  McDaniel found this document to be 

of great help in his paper.  (To see more go to 



 http://www.enterprisemission.com/brooking.html ) 

 

                     "Proposed Studies o 

I would be remiss to not mention one other case I broke on national media. Today, most 

everyone involved in the study of UFOs have heard of STS-48 and the mysterious objects 

that were sighted and video tapped in Earth orbit. 

 

In early 1992 I received a telephone call from a UFO researcher in Maryland named Don 

Ratsch. Don told me about a video tape he had that had been down linked to a small cable 

TV station in Dundalk, Maryland. Don told me he was totally “blown away” by what he 

witnessed on this video, and he said he would send me a copy of it right away. 

 

STS-48 was launched September 12, 1991 from the Kennedy Space Center and landed on 

September 18, 1991 at Edwards Air Force base in California. (The reason given for the 

landing at Edwards instead of back to Florida was bad weather.) 

 STS-48 Launch 

 



On September 15, 1991, while flying over Australia and New Zealand, an anomalous 

object was video-tapped rising above the lim of the Earth and suddenly off screen, there 

is an intense flash of light, then something streaks toward the unknown, the best I can 

state is it looked like weapons fire! The object then makes a drastic right angle turn and 

streaks out into space. 

 a frame from the sequence 

About the time I received a copy of the STS-48 events from Don Ratsch, Vicki and I got 

a call from Dr. Bruce Maccabee. Maccabee was out in California at some type of 

scientific conference, ( Bruce Maccabee is a Naval Optical Physicist) and said he would 

like to stop by and see us. We invited him to come over to our home in Sunland, 

California. I had not yet viewed the tape so before getting the call from Maccabee I had 

invited over a couple of friends to see this video.  Maccabee arrived at our home and  

then I told everyone what I knew of the video to that point and we sat down to watch it. 

Wow! That is the only superlative I could think of after watching a number of events on 

this tape. The most famous one, Event 2 was not only intriguing, but I also found it a bit 

spooky.  (the spooky part involves what appears to be a firing of some type of advanced 

weapons system at the unknown object.) Everyone at my house was astounded by this 

video, but Maccabee sat there not saying a single word.  Later, I was astounded by 

Maccabee’s non-reaction when I discovered the truth about his involvement.  As I was to 

discover by later speaking to Don Ratsch and even Vince DiPietro (who was very deeply 

involved in this sighting) Maccabee was well aware of this incident. 

Vince DiPietro 


